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REPORT. 

TuE undersigned, Sclectmen of the Town of Pelham, respect 
fully submit the following report : 

PAY OF TO WN OFFICERS. 

Paid Daniel Marshall, bill for 27 days' services as 
Selectman during the year ending 
March 8, 1870, at $2.00 

Use of horse during the year. 
Writing orders, receipts, warrants, eto. 
Cash paid for books, stationery, stamps, car 

fare, and horse keeping.. 

John Woodbury, bill for 174 days' services 
as Selectman during the year ending 
March 8, 1870, at $2.00 

Use of Horse duing the year 

G. B. Currier, bill for 9 days' services as 
Selectman during the year ending 
March 8, 1870, at $2.00 

Use of horse during the year. 

$54 00 
10 00 

5 00 

12 15 

35 00 
3 50 

18 00 
2 00 

Dr. A, Bachelder, for services as Town Clerk during 
the year ending March 8, 1870. 

John Woodbury, for services as Town Treasurer for 
the year ending March 8, 1870... 

Nathan Gage, for services as Collector of Taxes for 
said ToWn, for the year 1869. 

Rev. Augustus Berry, for services as Superintending 
School Committee, for the year ending March 8, 
1870. 

$81 15 

38 50 

20 00 

30 00 

30 00 

65 00 

30 00 

$294 65 



Paid Alphens Goodwin, for board of Mrs. Rachel MeCov, 
firom March 1, 1870 to March 1, 1871, at $2.00.. 

Aid fuunished Ana Beard: 

Paid Augustus Kent, bill for labor on said 
Beard's land, in the year 1869 

Potatoes and peas. 

1 lb. Tea, 

J. Gage & K. J. Chaplin, for two cords of wood. 
F. Farrell, sawimg wood 

Joseph Marsh, for wood. 
J. M. Atwood, for wood. 
Joseph Marsh, for meat. 
James I. Hardy, for sawing 

42 lbs. Flour. 
Tobacco. 

Dr. L. H. Grosvenor, medical attendance.. . 
John Woodbury, bill : 

4 lbs. Sugar. 

TOWN PAUPERS. 

2 lbs. Coffee. 
1 dozen Crackers. 

1lb. Cassia, 

Angeline Kent, for labor. 

4 

David Butler's bill : 
6 bags Corn. 
122 Tbs. Corn. 
3 bushels Meal. 

23 lbs. 

Aid furnished Mrs. J. T. Kent: 

4 lbs. Lard 
1,233 lbs. Hay. 

wood. 

Paid Charles Kent, bill to March 15, 1870 : 
Pork.. 

Cutting 8} cords of Wood. 

J. Atwood, Jr., bill for 1869: 
782 lbs. Meat. 

S7 00 
1 00 

1 10 
2 00 
1 00 

49 
50 
06 
10 

13 90 
2 35 
4 00 

S5 05 
92 

8 33 
8 50 
3 00 

$104 00 

8 00 
11 00 
3 00 
40 00 

11 00 
72 

7 31 
3 00 

5 25 
2 00 

20 25 

$111 53 

$25 80 

12 26 

Drawing the sane to her house. 



Paid Jolhn Woodbury, bill for 1870: 
1 gal. Molasses. 

2 bags of Meal 
barrel Flour. 

David Bntler, for lot Standing Grass. 

Aid Furnished Hanscom Goodspced: 

Aid furnished O. C. Libby : 

Paid T. F. Goodspeed, for boad of said Hanscom, from 
May 1, 1869, to April 22, 1870. 

Cash paid for Coftin and Robe. 
James M., Hardy, bill for servives : 
Taking care of said Libby. 
Sawing 5 cords Wood. 
Digging Grave. 
Repairing Fence. 

Paid Samuel Rollins, for 7 nights and one day, nttending. 
said Liblby. 

J. Atwood, Jr., bill: 
35} lbs. Meat. 
Dr. L. H. Grosvenor, for medical attendance. 
John Woodbury, bill : 
1} gal. Kerosene. 

lb. Tea. 
i1 lbs. Sugar. 
1 bottle of Peppermint. 

Crackers 
3 lbs. Lard. 
+ gross Matches. 
2} lbs. Soap. 
1 lb. Salæratus. 
Flour. 

4 lbs. Pork. 

60 

2 Ibs. Nails. 

4 85 

1 pint Gin. 

4 38 

$33 00 
9 00 
4 00 
1 00 

63 
5 

52 
20 
20 
82 
55 
32 
12 

2 00 
80 
12 
63 

For relief of County Paupers and transient persons 
to September 1, 1870, (paid by the County of 
Hillsborough.) 

9 83 
11 75 

s59 64 

$89 25 

12 00 
20 00 

47 00 

5 66 
26 00 

8 41 

$119 07 

13 73 

$132 80 



ROADS AND BRIDGES. 

6 

Paid Russell Richardson, breaking snow paths 
in the winter of 1869. 

W. W. Butler, breaking show paths to 
April 19, 1870. 

D. B. Smith, balance for building new rond 
Geo. H., Currier, breaking snow paths in the 

year 169. 
John Woodbury; for repairing the highway 

from Windham line to Pelhan Meet 
ing House 

C. H. Wyman's bill, spikes, ete. 
24 bridge stringers and railing on bridge 

between said Town and Windham. 

840 feet plank used on said bridge. 
Jobn Woodbury, for repairing road firom 

the Meeting House to Dracut line. 
Byron F. Butler, breaking snow paths in 

March, 1870. 
Moses Johnson, breaking snow paths in 

March, 1870. 
Allen Young, breaking. snow paths in 

March, 1870 
A. S. Smitb, for gravel used on the Lowell 

road. 
James Tyler, for gravel used on the high 

way to March 1, 1871. 
Nathan Gage, for repairing road near Simp 

son's Mil] 
Nathan Gage, for repairing 

Hill, go-called, in 1869. 

Total... 

roads on 

SCHOOL MONEY. 

Dog Fund for 1868-69. 

Town appropriation for 1870.. 
Literary Fund for 1869. 

Gage 

Paid District No. 1-Balance of Town appropri 
ation for 1869 

$10 05 

Town appropriation for 1870. 
Literary Fund for 1869. 

District No. 2--Balance of Town appropri 
ation for 1869 

6 00 
99 10 

12 37 

192 94 
4 99 

24 50 
20 16 

139 89 

10 00 

1 80 

1 20 

15 00 

5 00 

28 50 

10 00 

$ 83 94 
103 45 

8 30 
12 16 

79 94 
117 33 

8 55 

$581 50 

8207 85 

205 82 



Pid Distriet No. 3-Balance of Town appropri 
ation fr 1869, 

Town appropriation for 1870. 
Literary iuid for 1869.. 
Dog Fund for 1868-69. 

District No. 4-Balance of Town appropri 
ation for 1869. 

Town appropriation for 1870. 
Literary Fund for 1869. 

1869. 
Distriet No. 6Town appropriation for '70 
Literary Fund for 1869 
Dog Fund for 1868-69. 

7 

District No. 5-Balanco of Town appropriation for 

Paid Thomas Gage, l cord Wood. 
John Woodbury, bill : 
102 gal. Kerosene Oil. 
Putty and Glass. 
1 Lamp and Fixtures. 

1B dozen Lamp 

TOWN HOUSE. 

Wicks. 
6 large Lamp Chimneys. 

School money due Districts Nos. 1, 2, 3,4 and 5..... 

EXPENSES. 

4 yards Sheeting for Table Cloths. 
Cash paid Mrs. Hancell, for washing table 

cloth 3 times, at 33 cents. 

Total. 

Amount received during the year ending March 1, 1871. 

Balance of income. 

Charles W. Burtt, 
John Nugent, 
Eben Woodbury, 

$193 45 
30 27 

Poll « 

7 57 

ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 

William W. Gage, total tax for 1869. 

12 16 

79 94 
117 33 

8 55 

73 00 
2 93 

12 17 

$4 22 
15 

F. M. Woodbury, opening Hall 22 times at 25 cents, 
and cleaning Hall. 

75 
24 
70 
50 

99 

82 46 
2 35 
2 10 
2 10 

$243 45 

205 82 

113 12 

88 10 

$1,064 16 
643 43 

$61 00 

$4 00 

7 55 

8 00 

$19 55 

$41 45 



Orendal Burtt, 
George ID. Butler, 
E. M. Ellengwood, 
Daniel 
0. C. Libby, 
Fred. C. Lewis, 
Joseph Lyon, 
Charles Philbrick, 
Tristramn F. Palmer, 
John Snmith, 

Poll Tax for 1869. 

K. Hamblet, « 

John York, 

School-house Tax, 1869. 

( 

John R. Chamberlin, « 
John R. Chamberlin, Dog tax for 1870. 
Benj. MeQuesten, Dog tax for 1870. 
Non-resident Highway Tax, paid in labor in the 

year 1869. 

1870. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Total 

wall, 

2 10 
2 10 

DOG DAMAGES. 

2 10 

Paid J. Underwood, for 1 Sheep killed 

2 10 

D. Smith, for 1 Lamb killed and 1 wounded 

2 10 
2 10 
2 10 
2 10 
2 10 
2 10 
2 10 
2 18 

Paid interest on sundry notes held against said Town the 
present year. 

1 00 

Principal on notes against said T'own the past year. 
Nathan Gage, insuance on Town House. 
Stone & Huse, printing Town Report, March 1, 1870 
Committee for District No. 5, on repairs of School 

house. 

1 00 

Darius Stickney, stamps on notes. 
Joshua Atwood, selling the building of the road 

around Campbell Hill, 1869. 
Committee for District No. 2, to purchase stone, ete., 

for their School-house. 
John Marsh, 
For board of 

60 90 
72 

Solectmen and Auditors, postage stamps and insurance on 0. C. Libby's house. 
John Woodbury, driving Hearse ten times during 

the year ending February 28, 1871.. 
James utter, public watering-trough, for the year 

ending February 28, 1871.. 
Committee for Dist, No. 4, on repais of School-house 

$2 75 
5 00 

$97 91 

$2,132 02 
1,107 00 

18 75 
33 00 

150 00 
3 00 

5 00 

35 00 
10 25 

5 16 

25.00 

3 00 
1,300 00 

$4,827 18 

$7 75 



State Tax. 
County Tax.. 
Town Tax. 
Sehool Tax. 
Dog Tax 
District No. 2, School-house Tax.. 

No. 4, 
No. 5, 

Highway Tax. 

AMOUNT OF TAXES ASSESSED. 

Mareh 2, 1871. 

March 1, 1870. 
March 1, 1870. 

June, 1870. 
1870 and 1871. 
Feb. 24, 1871. 
Feb. 25, 1871, 

Feb. 25, 1871. 

Feb. 25, 1871. 

Feb. 25, 1871. 

Total. 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

Cash in Treasury.. 
Outstanding Taxes in hands of Collector 

for 1869 $1,141 36 
Less Dog Fund which was in.. 19 00 

82,496 00 
787 25 

2,757 (8 
1,040 00 

Received of Collector, interest on same. 
Received for two lots in burying yard 
Received at sundry times of Colector.. 
Received of the County of Hillsboro'. 
Received of the State Treasurer, Rail 

road Tax. 
Received of the State Treasurer, Savings 

Bank Tax. 
Received of the State Treasurer, United 

States Bounties 
Received of Agent, for the use of Town 

Hall, for the year ending Feb. 28, '71 

73 00 
36 5) 

DANIEL MARSHALL, ) Selectmen 
JOHN WOODBURY, 
NATIIAN GAGE, 

1,324 30 
155 93 

1,538 37 

$10,208 43 

of 

Polham. 

$1,699 99 

1,122 36 
20 30 

2 00 
3,991 92 

13 73 

153 83 

483 69 

190 40 

61 00 

$7,739 22 



The Treasurer credits himself with the following paymenta . 

Cash paid on various drafts drawn by the Selectmen dur 

ing the year ending Feb. 28, 1871, amounting to. 
of. 

Leaving a balance of cash in the Treasury 

Outstanding Taxes now remaining in the Collector's 

hands.. 

10 

LITERARY FUND. 

March 1, 1870. Cash in Treasury.. 
March 1, 1871. Reccived of State Trcasurcr.. 

March 1, 1870. 
March 1, 1871. 

Paid and appropriated by sundry drafts of the Selectmen 

drawn in favor of the several Prudential Committees, 

amounting to. . 

Leaving a balance iu the Treasury of. ..... 

DOG FUND. 

Cash in Treasury 
Received of Collector. 

Paid by various drafts of the Selectmen drawn in 
faror of three of the Prudential Committees 

Appropriated 

$44 20 
59 16 

Amount of notes due from said Town. 

Interest on the same, unpaidl, about. 

$73 00 
72 00 

Leavinga balance in the Treasury unappropriated of.... 

Pellham, March 4, 1871. 

36 49 
44 26 

Taxes due fron the Deriy Bank, for the years 1867-68. 
One note in favor of the Town, dated April 24, 1869, of. 

$7,263 97 
475 25 

1,517 22 

JOHN WOODBURY, 

$103 36 

FINANCIAI, CONDITION OF THE TOWN, MARCH 1, 1871. 

44 20 

MOODY HOBBS, 
DARIUS STICKNEY, S 

$59 16 

145 00 

80 75 

$64 25 

$19,138 00 
30 00 
46 88 
68 00 

Town Treasurer. 

The undersigned, Auditors of the Town of Pelham, have ex 
amined the accounts of the Selectmen and Treasurer of the "Tow, 

for the ypast Financial Year, as presented to us by those ofticers. e 
find all orders issued by the Selectmen duly receipted, and all pay* 
ments made by the Treasurer properly vouched, his bÍoks propey 
kept, and his accounts correctly cast. 

Auditors 



A NN UAL REPO RT 

OF THE 

SUPERINTENDING SCH00L COMMITTEE 
OF THE TOWN OF PELIIAM, 

For the Year ending March 14th, 1871. 

The decrease in the population in the rural sections of our State 
is melancholy. In some parts this has been so great that district 
schools have either become extinct or else reduced in size to two or 
three scholars. But it is very gratifying to me that none of our 
schools are so reduced in numbers as to affect their interest. No. 6 
in summer is small, but in the winter the teachers always find enough 
to do. 

Anoiha interesting feature of our schools is the ability found in 
them. We have none that may be termed dull, scarcely a scholar 

that may be called stupid. I think that there has been an advance 
in this respect from year to year for several years. Our publio 
schools furnish nearly all the educational privileges of our youth, 
but few seek advantages beyond them. Their character may be in 
ferred in as much as several of our good teachers have obtained their 
education in them. It would be better for our youth if more sought 
advantages abroad. 

INTELLIGENT VIEWS OF EDUCATION. 

Education should be useful, but this term usefiul includes more 
than the ordinary economies of life, such as food, raiment and seeular 
business. The useful is anything that imeets a want of the intellectual, 
moral or social nature; anything that furnishes food for improving 
thought, and administers to true happiness ; anything that will draw 
out the pupil's powers and interest him in study, comes under the 
head of usefal. I think the prevalent notions on this matter need 
revision. Scholars are drilled too much on some dry detail of seience, 
in which they feel no interest and see no use and probably never will 
use, while they are ignorant of the most common things, do not know 
the fowers and grasses by the wayside, or birds thant sing in the trees 
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that shande the school-ro0m, oT he insects that sport in the air o a1 
fish that play in the brook, or the gme fond in the forcst. 
anvthing I here sny, I would not have parents or pupils fnd a nlo 
for the neglect of cither Aritlhmetic, or Granmar, or Geography bt 
Ldo think that there is time wasted on th ese studics; but thero 
be no remedy until the popular ileas on education are changed and 
we cdueate our teachers to instnet witlhout text-books. My purpose 
is only to call the attention to this snbject and prepare the way for 

MAKING THE MOsT OF OUR SCHOOLS. 

roon; this is an aid in 

If parents werè anxious to do this, I can hardly conceive of a 
linit to the possibilities of our schools. My idea is that parents 
should fecl that nothing must interfere with school. Every thing 
must be arranged so that the child may secure every hour of school, 
and with an interest that is fresh, not deadened by severe duties out 
of school. The most is not made of school if the child is absent for 

a single day or leaves before the term closes. These school privileges 
are something to be used avariciously; they are worth more than a 
few days of labor, than good sledding, than the opPportunity to ean 
a little money, than attention to.company. The sledding wt come 
again--in another season if not this-the lossof labor_ may be re 
deemed, money can be earned at another time, company can be 
entertained on another occasion, but these school days can never be 
enjoyed again, there is no economy in nature by which these can be 
redeemed. The school may be a poor one, but rarely so poor that 
SOmething cannot be secured from it. Get the most from our publhe 

schools, should be the motto of parents, and they should guard agunst 
éverythlng outside of school that engages the children's attention, 

Suen as parties ad evening gatherings. The question is often raised, 
what is a day's absence ? Not much, the scholar thinks, and ne 
Parent 1S Usually of the same opinion. but it often takes several days 
1Or the Pupl to recover from the dissinatino effect of that single dy 
and it is a derangenent to the sch00] that is felt for a long ime 

The school-house is an educational facility. The power o 

B 

teacher is inereased by a neat, pleasant and well-furnished school-

government, it elevates the taste, 

Can 

care, to keep such a house neat for y ears. 

raises the 

standard of seholarship, aud the children will carry 
refinement frou 

it into all their omes, Let parents Provide such houses and see that 

they are well kept. There needs Only a little interest, energy 

the introduction of snch a method. 
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THE INTEREST OF ALL PERSONS IN THE SCHOOLSs. 

There are thousands of exeuses for tlheir neglect. Business men 
say they have no time, that if they båild school-houses and furnish 
money for the support of schools, their duty is discharged ; but this 
is not enongh. They must give their personal presence ; the school 
needs this, the moral and intellectnal life of these persons need this, 
the highest interests of the community need this. No matter how 
great the demands of the man's business, he should not permit a 
term of school to pass wvithout visiting it, nor an examination without 
giving it a little time. SIhould our business men do this, the influence 
pon our schools and the eause of education would be very salutary, 
and they would find their own lives freshened and enriched by it. 

THE MORAL INFLUENCE. 

The moral influence of our schools is a matter of great impor 
tance. This matter of morals is sometimes thought of but little 
account, but it is the most vital matter in onr schools ; their value 
depends on their moral character; refinement, truthfulness, veneration 

and purity are indispensable in our schools, and nothing that interferes 
with these should ever be allowed. This is something that the public 
has a right to demand, and to bë assured that no child shall receive 
any îmmerat taint, or form any nmoral habit by the association of 
school; nothing indelicate, profane 'or irreverent shouBd"be sutfered ; 
and I do not believe that any scholar should be permitted to use 
tobacco about the school-house. This most pernicious babit that is 
destroying our people physicaly and morally, that holds its victims 
in such chains that it is almoat impossible to throw them off, is so 
insidiously contracted by example that it is dangerous to allow a 
small boy to associate with a large boy that uses it. The number of 
boys using this poisonous weed is alarming. In some instances I 
have been suspicious that boys not more than ten or twelve years old 

were laboring to make as they supposed the manly attainment ot 
using the weed. 

HOW TO GIVE OUR SCHOOLS THE GREATEST EFFICIENCY. 
The question how to give our schools the greatest eficieney is a 

diticult one. They are comparatively short, they cannot b� graded, 
a good classification is impossible, they are without apparatus, it is 
dificult to obtain teachers of experience and the proper qualiications ; 
our remedy lies in fairly meeting these difficulties, looking at them as 
they are, and then nake the most of såch facilities as we pOsseSs, and 
labor to increasg them. But a little efiort on the part of all would 
largely inerease the usefulness of our schools. 
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THE SELECTION OF TEACHERS. 

This is a dificnlt and delicate matter. The trne way is for tb. 
Examining Committee to seleet and employ the teachcrs, but a : 
is not the law, the next best method should be sought: a toagl 

never should be seleeted merely because the teacher desires the 

school, or beeanse it will give the teacher an opportinity to teach and 
be at home, or to give some one the privilege of having a friend or mol 

tion with them, or for the sake of having the money distributed in 
certain families. No such personal considerations should ever intlnen oo 
the selection of the teacher. If a good teacher is secured, by all 
means retain, if possible, the services of that teacher, tern afo. 

term. If a teacher does pretty well, it is better to retain that teacher 
than iner the risk of a change. As a rule it is wise al ways to retain 
the same teacher unless there be some decided objection to it. If a 
stranger is to be secured there should be great caution and delibera 
tion. 

ALLOWANCE FOR TEACHERS. 

The diffieulties of their position should be considered. Parents 
should remember how imperfectly they govern their own families, 
and consider how great must be the difficulty of managing the chil 
dren of several families. 

THE SCHOOLS 

The past year have been of good length; all but No. 6 have had 
terms of twelve weeks, and several longer, and a majority of these 
terms have been excellent, invaluable. In a number of the schools 
the improvement in reading has been very marked. Two of the 
teachers have been at the expense of taking lessons in elocution and 
the result of this has been very manifest in the reading of their 
schools. There has been on the whole, I think, an advance in wrnting 
in the schools. It is difficult to make parents, scholars and some times teachers see the advantage of any neW methods. 

DICTIONARIES. 
Two of our schools have been refurnisbhed with Webster s 

Unabridged. In No. 5 the 1eacher took the matter in hand aud en 
ergetically solicited subseriptions sufficient to purchase a copy. In 

No. 4, a lady who only waits for an oportunity to do something o the public welfare, presented a copy to the distriet, and I trust betore another year each district will be refunished with this inYi uable book. 
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D1sTRICT No. 1.-C. H. SrICKNEY, Prudential Committee. 
Summe Term. Miss Alice A, Woodbury, of this town, Teacher. 

his was a continuation of the labors of Miss Woodbury of the prc 

vious year. She worked in her quiet way diligently and faithfully 
through the term, and the examination proved that her labors had 
been a success. The exercises were very interesting; all the classes 
showed thoroughness in their instruction, and they answered with 
promptness and accuracy. The oral exercises with the little ones were 
varied and pleasing. The entire school had learned mnany passages 
from the Holy Soriptures, and I felt that the tcacher had done a good 
work. 

Winter Term.-John Woodbury, Prudential Committee. Miss 
Mary C. Richardson, of this town, Teacher. The district is indebted 
to Mr. Woodbury for his persistency in securing this teacher. She 
engaged in the duties of the school as if they were a pastime and 
performed an invaluable work. The examination showed that timid 
and backward children had been made self-reliant and conscious of 
their powers, and that the school had been drilled outside of text-books. 

The larger pupils gave evidence of studiousness, and there were exer 
cises that would have been creditable in our higher seminaries. The 
reading wâs very good. Most of the small ones, by coPying on their 
slates, had Jearned to write a fair hand. The improvement of several 
of the small ones was such as to merit public commendation, and I 
feel that James Hansel is entitled by his punctuality, his correct de 
portment, his studiousness, and his high standard as a scholar, to be 
publicly noticed and commended. Without any detail of the work of 
this teacher it is sufficient to say that it was like the work she has so 
often performed in the schools of the town,finished and enduring. 

DIsTRICT No. 2. JAMES M. GRIFFIN, Prudential Committee. 
Miss M. Amanda Cloyd, of this town, Teacher. Miss Cloyd spares 

no pains to secure for herself every accomplishment in teaching, 
and she brought to this school much successful experience. She 

entered upon her labors anxious to perform her duties faithfully and 
acceptably, and render the school worthy of commendation, and I 
think her success has been complete, She never faltered in her effort 
to carry out my suggestions, and she succeeded by her perseverance 
in overcoming the distaste of the scholars for new methods and exer 

cises, and created an interest in tlhem. She was successful in 

awakening an interest in the smaller ones and making them familiar 
with quite extended oral exercises. The improvement in reading 
was great, the voice was traincd and deyeloped. Pains was taken 
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