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SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEES
REPORT.

Your Committee would most respectfully submit the fol-
lowing Report:—

DISTRICT No. 1.

Prudential Committce—DARIUS STICKNEY.

Both Summer and Winter Terms of this school were
taught by Saram J. BurNmAM, of this town. Léngth of
Summer Term, 14 weeks ; number of scholars, 31 ; average,
23.6; number of instances of tardiness, 85; 1 scholar not
absent one-half day. Length of Winter Term, 14 weeks ;
number of scholars, 35 ; average, 29.6 ; instances of tardi-
ness, 42; 7 scholars present every half day. Miss B. is an
experienced and thorough teacher, and labors earnestly that
her scholars may not only be able to perform the examples
and repeat the words of their text-books, but that they may
understand the reasons and comprehend the principles in-
volved. At the examination of both terms, her classes ap-
peared well, and the exercises were creditable to teacher and
scholars.  Neater and better specimens of writing books I
have not seen in any other school in town..



DISTRICT No. 2.
Drudential Oommittee—AUGUSTUS SEAVEY.

The Summer Term of this school was taught by Sysrr A.
CURRIER, of this town. Length of term, 13 weeks; number
of scholars, 84 ; average attendance, 31.7 5 instances of tar-
diness, 60 ; number not tardy once, 16; numher not absent
one-half day, 10. The same teacher was employed in teach-
ing a Fall term of eight weeks, five of which were by moncy
subscribed in the district. Number of scholars, 29 ; average,
95 1-10; instances of tardiness, 33 ; 14 scholars not tardy
once ; 6 present every onehalf day.  Miss C.s reputation
as a successful teacher is such, that all comment here would
De superfluous.  This school appeared well during both
terms, and the pupils made good progreéss in all branches to

which they attended.

The Winter School was under the charge of CmarLEs F.
King, for a term of eleven weeks. Number of scholars, 44 ;
average, 40 ; 103 instances of tardiness ; 14 not tardy once ;
8 not absent one-half day. Mr. K. appeared to be very
much interested in his school, and labored with a very con-
siderable degree of success, apparently gaining the good
will of all his scholars. The reading classes, especially the
first class, showed conclusively that they had been taughtin
a thorough, practical manner. All the classes which recited
at the closing examination appeared well, and had made very
fair progress during the term.  There was some complaint
that the younger classes did not receive their share of atten-
tion, which may have been the case. I cannot but think
that the latter part of this term was very much injured by an
exhibition at its close, although that exhibition was a very
good one. For the last two or three weeks, the minds of the
scholars must have been almost wholly occupied by matters
pertaining to the coming exhibition, and not by the usual




studies and exercises of the school.  The question is, does it
pay lo throw away two or three weeks of school, for what-
ever benefit may be devived from an evening exhibition ?

DISTRICT No. 3.

South School—Wrruiam W. BurrLer,

Yudential C wite
Prudential Commi Ce’} North School—DaN1eL Marsuart, Tisq.

The Summer Term of the South School was taught by
Tama D. Cosury, of this town.  Length of term, 8 1-2
weeks ; number of scholars, 125 average 11 3-5; instances
of tardiness, 19 ; 3 pupils not tardy once; 7 not absent one-
half day. Six scholars ave veported as not having whispered
dwing the term—these were Hannah Spaulding, Mary Gil-
man, Nellie Gilman, Mary Marsh, Lizzie Marsh, and Jennie
Chase. Others are reported as not having whispered during
a portion of the term. Miss C. entered upon her duties with
energy, and was untiring in her exertions to the close of the
term ; her scholars, too, are deserving of much praise for the
promptness of their answers, good deportment,and evident
improvement during the term.

Lucy E. Cmask, a native and resident of the district,
taught the Winter School for a term of eleven weeks. Num-
ber of scholars, 17; average, 13 ; instances of tardiness, 23 ;
number not tardy once, 9; number not absent one-half day,
1. The smaller scholars appeared to have learned very well
indeed, and made a good appearance at the closing examina-
tion ; and a portion of the larger ones had made very good
progress, yet some did not seem to have taken that interest
nor made the progress which it was hoped they would have
done.

The Summer Term of the North School was taught by
Louisa Jones, of this town. Length of term, 10 weeks ;
number of scholars, 22 ; average, 20. Miss J. succeeded
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well in this, her first sehool.  Iler classes were not traine
to make a display at the closing examination, yct they
showed that they had made commendable progress during
the term.

The Winter Term of 10 weeks was taught by Mary (.
Ricmaroson, of this town.  Number of scholars, 22 ; aver-
age, 215 not tardy once, b5 not absent one half day, 10.
Of this term of school T shall only say that so far as I know
it was entirely satisfactory to all concerned.

DISTRICT NO. 4.

Prudential Commitiece—BENIAMIN KITTREDGE.

The Summer Term of 13 weeks was taught by Mary
Orxe Marsn, of Methuen. Number of scholars, 45 ; aver-
age, 38 1-30; number of tardy marks, 21; 34 not tardy once ;
8 not absent one half day. At a visit.near the commence-
ment of this term, the school gave indications of being well
taught and governed. Not having seasonable notice of the
time of its close, I was not present, and therefore cannot say
from my own observations whether as much was accomplished
as I anticipated, or not. I can only say that at an exami-
naticn at the commencement of the winter term, I did not
find the standing of some scholars, who attended in the sum-
mer, 50 good as I had hoped. Still a part of the district—
perhaps the greater part—were satisfied with this term of
school.

The Winter Term of 9 weeks was under the instruction
of WarLter E. Srevens, of Methuen. Number of scholars,
45 ; average, 39. The register, as kept by the teacher,
shows but 7 tardy marks,and 14 scholars present every one-
half day. This term of school was so short that the teacher
had not thought it best to spend much time in reviewing ;
consequently the classes, with a few exceptions, did not seem
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so thorough in what they had been over during the winter
as we could have wished to have found them.  Perhaps there
was as much accomplished as we could expect in a term ot
nine weeks.

DISTRICT NO. b.

Prudential Committee—CLIFTON WILSON.

Teacher of Summer School, MArRTHA A. Hopps. Length
of term, 11 1-2 weeks; number of scholars, 22; average,
18 1-2; instances of tardiness, 15; 12 scholars not tardy
once ; 3 not absent one half day. Eleven scholars are re-
ported as not having whispered during the term. Their
names are Lizzie A. Clough, Martha E. Carlton, Iza A. Haff,
Emma A. Lewis, Sarah S. Mansur, Frances S. Richardson,
Rosabel Wilson, Charles H. Carter, George H. Lewis, Philip
S. Mansur, Leroy J. Lewis. This district has perhaps never
enjoyed a more successful term of school. The teacher la-
bored with energy and effect. The scholars appeared inter-
ested, and all seemed to work together to accomplish as much
as could be done during the term. The exercises at the
closing examination were of a high order, for the age of the
scholars. The order was faultless, answers prompt, and
progress good.

The Winter School, for a term of twelve weeks, was
taught by Hesry T. Barnarp. Number of scholars, 27 ;
average, 21 ; tardy marks, 100 ; not absent one half day, 2.
At two visits previous to the closing examination, this school
appeared to be doing well. But quite a number of scholars
had left the school before the examination—six the night
previous, as I have been informed—for what reason I have
not heen able to ascertain. On this account, the classes were
broken, and did not appear as we hoped, and as they doubt-
less would have done had they all been present.



DISTRICT NO. 6.
Prudential Qommattee—JIoNAS KEYES.

This school was taught hoth summer and winter by Harrig
A. Cuasg, of this town. Length of summer term, 8 weeks ;
number of scholars, 12 ; average, 11 1-6 ; number of times
tardy, 7 ; numbernot tardy once, 8 ; number present every one-
half day, 4. Length of winter term, 13 weeks ; number of
scholars, 18 ; average, 15 1-2; tardy marks, 11 ; not tardy
once, 14; not absent one half day, 8. The justly-earned
high reputation which this teacher has sustained in this vi-
cinity for the past two or three years, renders it unnecessary
for us to say anything in her praise. The scholars of this
school appear to be well-disposed and studious, and should
they improve as much in coming terms as they have in the
two past, they will very soon occupy a high standing among
our best schools.

Before closing this report, I wish to refer to two or three
things which, if attended to, would, in my opinion, greatly
increase the success of many of our schools. First, the want
of globes and outline maps in almost every school-room in
town. There is but one school in town that has a globe, or
anything like a respectable set of outline maps. If parents
and guardians would but consider how much these would
assist the teacher in imparting a correct knowlédge of the
facts of geography, and how much benefit their children
would derive from them in the prosecution of that study, I
think they would subscribe money enough in each district
to furnish their school-room with them without delay.

In District No. 1, the subject of the improvement of the
inside of the school-house s to be acted upon at their annual
meeting, and will, I trust, be accomplished without opposi-
tion. Would not many other districts do well to take this
matter into consideration ? You can make no better invest-



ment of your money than in making the school-room, where
your children are to spend a large proportion of their time,
attractive and pleasant.

In No. 6, the school-house question is being agitated, and
before another season, I hope to see in that district a new
school-house, with all the modern improvements and arrange-
ments. DPerhaps it is unnccessary to say to the people of
this district, “whatever is worth doing at all, is worth doing
well? A fow extra dollars expended in having things as
they should be, will not be thrown away. The increase in
the prosperity of your school will, I doubt not, more than
repay you for whatever trouble and expense you may sub-
ject yourselves.

With these suggestions to my fellow citizens, I respect-
fully submit this Report.

LUTHER C. RICHARDSON,
SuPERINTENDING ScHOOL COMMITTEE.

PermaM, March 8th, 1864,
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AUDITORS’ REPORT.

The subscribers having been appointed by the town of Pelham, at the
annual meeting in March, 1863, a Committce to cxamine and audit the

Treasurer’s Account for the then ensuing year, have attended to the duty
assigned them, and respectfully submit the following

REPORT.

The Treasurcr charges himself with money received of the Sclectmen
from former Treasurer; with money reccived in payment of notes due the
town; with money rcceived from the State as Railroad tax; from the
County for support of paupers; for money received for use of Town Hall,
and for money received of the Collector for taxes the past year, &c.,
amounting in the whole to the sum of $4251 45

The Treasurer claims allowance for the above sum ag
follows, to wit..—
1863-64—TPaid sundry drafts drawn on him by the

Selectmen, amounting to $4066 97

March 19, 1864—Cash in his hands, to balance, 184 48
———— 4251 45

The above sum of cash on hand, 184 48

And outstanding taxes for 1863, 280 93

Amounting to 465 41

Constitutes the present available means of the town.

THE LITERARY FUND.

- Of ‘this Fund the Treasurer submits the following account :—
1863—Received of the Selectmen from former Treas-

urer, $68 83
1863, July 12—Received from State, : 69 12
Amounting to » $137 95

For which he claims credit for cash paid to the sev-

eral School Districts in the town, by order

of Selectmen, 68 83
1864, March 19—Cash in Treasury to balance, 69 12

137 95
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POOR FARM FUND.

The Treasurer of 1862 reported in March, 1863,
that this fund at that time in his hands

amounted to $2935 64
Also, said Treasurer reported ag having cash on hand
of taxes and Literary Fund amounting to 873 11
In all to $3808 75
The Sclectmen, on examination, found only notes
amounting to 637 12
And cash, 296 00
Amounting to 933 12

Which amount they transferred to the present Treas-
urer, leaving unaccounted for $2875 63

The Treasurer of 1862 then gave the Selectmen a note of $1500.00, se-
cured by mortgage on a lot of woodland; and for the balaace, $1,375.65,
they have laid an attachment on all the property of said Treasurer. The
amount that may be realized from these demands is quite uncertain, espe-
cially from the last.

WAR DEIBT.
The Selectmen report that the indebtedness of the town at
the present time on account of soldiers’ bounty is $15,840 00
On which there is interest probably due of 800 00
They also report that they shall probably receive of Govern-
ment as bounty, 3624 00
And also as State aid bounty, 482 00
And also cash in Selectmen’s hands unexpended, 31 84
We find that the tax-payers of the town have been assessed the past
year in the sum of $5276 69
Of which as State tax, 81074 60
as County tax, 621 06
as School tax, 796 00

We also find that the expense of maintaining the poor amounted to
about $700.00.
We also find notes in the hands of the Treasurer, against different indi-
viduals, considered good, amounting to $230.00.
We have found the Selgetmen’s drafts properly vouched, and the Treas-
urer’s accounts correctly kept and accurately cast.
ABEL GAGE,
JOSHUA ATWOOD, p Auditors.
MOODY HOBBS, :

PrruayM, March 22, 1864.
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